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Pillerton Hersey Annual Parish Meeting 

7:00 pm, Tuesday, 26 April 2022 

The Church of St Mary, Pillerton Hersey, CV35 0QQ 
 
 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome 

2. Apologies for absence 

3. Approval of minutes of previous Annual Parish Meeting, held on 25 March 2022 

4. Annual report of the Parish Council for the year ended 31 March 2022 

5. Annual financial report of the Parish Council 

6. Report from community organisations  

• Ettington First Responders 

• Friends of the Church of St Mary 

• Pillerton Scouts 

• Shipston Home Nursing  

• The Monday Club 

• The Poor’s Lot charity 

7. Reports from county and district councillors 

8. Community engagement session – what matters to you? 

9. Closing remarks and refreshments 
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Pillerton Hersey Annual Parish Meeting – Minutes  

7:00 pm, Thursday, 25 March 2021 

Online via Zoom 
 

Present 

Cllr. Newcombe (Chair of PHPC) 

Cllr Scott 

Cllr Hitchman 

Cllr Newton 

Alana Collis (Clerk, PHPC) 

 

16 Members of the public 

 

Guest speaker: Jacky Lawrence, Napton Environment Action Team 

 

The meeting was Chaired by Cllr. Newcombe who welcomed everyone and opened the meeting. 

 

▪ Apologies 

Cllr. Forsyth had sent apologies. 

 

▪ Approval of minutes of previous Annual Parish Meeting, 30 May 2019 

It was noted that due to the Covid-19 pandemic, there had been no annual parish meeting in 2020. It 

was resolved that the minutes from the previous annual parish meeting were a true and accurate 

record. 

 

▪ Report from the Poor’s Lot trust 

The accounts of the Poor’s Lot trust were presented to the meeting by Terry Hitchman (appendix). 

 

▪ Brief report on PC activity since the last meeting (2019-20) 

Cllr. Newcombe opened his report with a mention that there were currently two vacancies on the 

parish council and a vacancy on the Parochial Church Council. 

 

Cllr Newcombe summarised activities that the parish council has coordinated including ditch clearance 

work, gulley watch, clearing culverts, renovation of the notice board and bench. The parish council 

also considers planning applications and responds to these. Other activities have included reporting of 

issues related to speeding traffic, road signage, and planting trees and wild flowers. 

 

▪ Brief report on activity planned for 2021 and into 2022  

Looking forward, Cllr Newcombe requested residents provide feedback on: 

• The Hersey Help Group on WhatsApp. 

• Footpaths, including the path between Pillerton Hersey and Pillerton Priors 

 

▪ Guest speaker: Dr Jacky Lawrence, Low Carbon Warwickshire Network and Napton 

Environmental Action Team (NEAT), “What can a small rural community do to play 

its part in climate change adaptation and mitigation?” 

Cllr Newcombe introduced Dr Jacky Lawrence from Napton who shared the experience of work in 

Napton and with Harbury to support the creation of low carbon communities. See appendix for 

presentation. 
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Residents shared that there are under pew heaters in the church while another observed that electric 

vans are now available.  

 

It was acknowledged that Pillerton Hersey is a very small village and there was discussion about how 

this may work. Other examples of small parishes with activity are Hampton Lucy, Charlecote and 

Loxley. Examples include residents writing articles to inform others. Another resident observed that 

there is the community energy Warwickshire initiative. 

 

▪ Questions from residents 

Cllr Newcombe thanked Dr Lawrence for sharing her experience. Then opened the floor to questions 

on village affairs. 

 

Tree planting – a resident thought the idea of planting trees in the parish was a good idea. It was 

noted that there is a government scheme where parish councils can apply for free tree/hedging plants 

for planting on open ground. This raised the question of who would maintain the trees – this would be 

the parish council if they were planted on the village green areas.  

 

Broadband – the ongoing issue about connection to broadband was mentioned. It was noted that the 

next phase of BT Openreach work has been announced. 

 

Traffic speed – There have been concerns over the speed and inappropriate driving of vehicles 

through the village. It was observed that some include camouflaged vehicles that could come from 

local automotive companies. Options to encourage more appropriate speeds include rumble strips, 

however, these cause noise and Warwickshire Highways are currently not renewing existing strips. 

 

▪ Closing remarks 

Cllr Newcombe thanked the residents and encouraged them to all consider future activities in the 

community. 

  



Pillerton Hersey Annual Parish Meeting, March 2021 – Minutes  

4 
 

Appendix A 

 

PILLERTON  HERSEY  POOR  LAWS  ALLOTMENT  REPORT  2021-03-24 

 

The following report has been prepared for the Pillerton Hersey Annual Parish Meeting. 

 

Due to Covid 19 it was not possible for the Trustees to hold a physical meeting in 2020, discussions 

and decisions  to agree the Allocation of Charity Monies and other matters were carried out by email. 

 

Income for the year              £1084.00 

Total donations for the year  £1060.00 

 

Donations were distributed to 16 households in Pillerton Hersey, Pillerton Priors and Butlers Marston.   

In addition to the above two households  with long standing links to the village received donations. 

The Pillerton Scout Group also received a Donation. 

 

The Revd Sharon Goble was elected in 2017 and therefore needs to be re-elected by the Council in 

this current year 2021. 

 

Trustees;   Terry  Hitchman,  Elizabeth Fillmore,  Muriel Fidler,  Revd Sharon Goble. 

 

Terry Hitchman 

24.03.2021  
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Annual Report of Pillerton Hersey Parish Council 

Year ended 31 March 2022 

Welcome and thank you to everyone who has joined us. The last twelve months have seen a 

continuation of the community spirit that has helped residents through the Coronavirus 

pandemic. Although we have seen our world open up there have still been restrictions on our 

lives. 

 

There have been several changes to the parish council over the last year, with long-serving 

councillors stepping down in May 2021. It is acknowledged that the changeover of councillors 

has presented challenges in proactive problem solving. At times, the priorities have focused 

on matters where the parish council has direct responsibility. 

 

The councillors have worked hard to develop themselves as an effective group and this will 

continue so that they can build on this.  

 

A core element of the parish council’s work is to consider and respond to planning 

applications. The councillors have worked hard to ensure they are abreast of planning issues 

and respond. 

 

To be effective, the parish council is developing a rolling business plan to consider how, with 

limited resources, it can be as effective as possible. With this foundation in place, the council 

will be able to adopt a more business-like approach that is required of parish councils today. 

Much of the business plan will build on the outcomes of the discussion and consultation of 

the residents at the 2021 annual assembly that was help online. There were key themes 

around the environment and road safety. 

 

Connectivity is essential in the modern world, and as a small community it is recognised that 

Pillerton Hersey has the same needs as other communities. This has led the parish council 

to consider and respond to government consultations on topics such as rural broadband and 

the provision of local bus services. 

 

The parish council has worked with both District and County Councillors to investigate 

opportunities for the reinstatement of the roadside footpath between Pillerton Hersey and 

Pillerton Priors. Unfortunately this has proved to be unviable due to costs. 

 

The environment is of ongoing concern to residents and the parish council is considering 

ways in which it can support the maintenance and indeed enhancement of the parish 

environment. The parish council will continue to look at maintaining clear ditches in crucial 

places (while not compromising the natural verges), to help reduce the flood risk.  

 

The issue of water supply has been a concern of residents, the parish council has asked, 

through its available channels, for residents to make the Clerk aware of times when they 

experience low water pressure. This will help the parish council identify trends and research 

if there have been other issues. If a body of evidence is produced, then this helps the parish 

council engage with Severn Trent to address the issue. 
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Finally, for many years, the ownership of the village green has been assumed but not 

registered. The parish council has started to resolve this issue for good. This will then ensure 

that access agreements can be appropriately put in place.  

 

As we approach May 2022, there is one vacancy on the parish council. This will be filled at 

the next ordinary meeting. 

 

This leads me to thank the other councillors, recent past and present for their time and effort 

as well as to residents who provide constructive engagement with the parish council. Also 

thanks to our Clerk who has worked hard behind the scenes to support and guide the parish 

council. 

 

William Forsyth 

Acting Chairman, Pillerton Hersey Parish Council 
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Annual financial report of the Parish Council 
     

 PILLERTON HERSEY PARISH COUNCIL   

     

 RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT   

     

 FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2022   

     
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD 1 APRIL 2021   £    4,347.85   

     
   ACTUAL    

RECEIPTS     

     

 Stratford District Council precept  £    1,550.00    

 Stratford District Council precept  £    1,550.00    

 TOTAL RECEIPTS  £    3,100.00   £    3,100.00   

     
PAYMENTS     

     

 Staff costs  £    1,250.64    

 WALC Annual subscription  £       105.00    

 Training  £       106.80    

 Insurance  £       257.60    

 Hire of Church/village hall  £         12.00    

 Charitable donations  £         90.00    

 Internal auditor  £       110.00    

 Flood mitigation (sand and bin)  £       231.54    

 Land registry searches  £           6.00    

 Expenses for printing  £         21.60    

 Website fees  £         29.17    

 TOTAL PAYMENTS  £    2,220.35  -£    2,220.35   

     
BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD 31 MARCH 
2022   £    5,227.50   

     
BALANCE AS PER BANK STATEMENT 31 MARCH 2022  £    5,227.50   

     

     
Note: Payment of £300 as contribution to ditch clearance is still to be paid.  
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Reports from Community organisations 

Friends of the Church of St Mary 
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Shipston Home Nursing  
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The Poor’s Lot charity 
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Report from County Councillor Izzi Seccombe 
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Report from District Councillor Penny- nne O’Donnell 


